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Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) and IEC (the International Electrotechnical 
Commission) form the specialized system for worldwide standardization. National bodies that are members of 
ISO or IEC participate in the development of International Standards through technical committees 
established by the respective organization to deal with particular fields of technical activity. ISO and IEC 
technical committees collaborate in fields of mutual interest. Other international organizations, governmental 
and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO and IEC, also take part in the work. In the field of information 
technology, ISO and IEC have established a joint technical committee, ISO/IEC JTC 1. 

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 

The main task of the joint technical committee is to prepare International Standards. Draft International 
Standards adopted by the joint technical committee are circulated to national bodies for voting. Publication as 
an International Standard requires approval by at least 75  % of the national bodies casting a vote. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. ISO and IEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

ISO/IEC 24778 was prepared by Joint Technical Committee ISO/IEC JTC 1, Information technology, 
Subcommittee SC 31, Automatic identification and data capture techniques. 
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Introduction 

Aztec Code is a two-dimensional matrix symbology whose symbols are nominally square, made up of square 
modules on a square grid, with a square bullseye pattern at their center. Aztec Code symbols can encode from 
small to large amounts of data with user-selected percentages of error correction. 

Manufacturers of bar code equipment and users of the technology require publicly available standard 
symbology specifications to which they can refer when developing equipment and application standards. The 
publication of standardised symbology specifications is designed to achieve this. 
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Information technology — Automatic identification and data 
capture techniques — Aztec Code bar code symbology 
specification 

1 Scope 

This International Standard defines the requirements for the symbology known as Aztec Code. It specifies the 
Aztec Code symbology characteristics including data character encodation, rules for error control encoding, the 
graphical symbol structure, symbol dimensions and print quality requirements, a reference decoding algorithm, and 
user-selectable application parameters. 

2 Normative references 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated 
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced 
document (including any amendments) applies. 

ISO/IEC 646:1991, Information technology — ISO 7-bit coded character set for information interchange 

ISO/IEC 15415:2004, Information technology — Automatic identification and data capture techniques — Bar 
code print quality test specification — Two-dimensional symbols 

ISO/IEC 15424, Information technology — Automatic identification and data capture techniques — Data 
Carrier Identifiers (including Symbology Identifiers) 

ISO/IEC 19762 (all parts), Information technology — Automatic identification and data capture (AIDC) 
techniques — Harmonized vocabulary 

AIM Inc. International Technical Specification: Extended Channel Interpretations 

– Part 1, Identification Schemes and Protocols 

– Part 2, Registration Procedure for Coded Character Sets and Other Data Formats 

– Character Set Register 

3 Terms, definitions, symbols and functions 

3.1 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the terms and definitions given in ISO/IEC 19762 and the following apply. 

3.1.1 
bullseye 
set of concentric square rings used as the finder pattern in Aztec Code 




